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RESEARCH FOCUS

FIELD RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

EDUCATION

University of Colorado, Denver

January 2019 - August 2021

BACHELOR OF ARTS - PSYCHOLOGY

University of Montana

January 2017 - December 2017

COURSEWORK IN PSYCHOLOGY
(TRANSFER)

I am interested in exploring how theory of mind capabilities
and social relationships impact decision-making in
chimpanzees, bonobos, and children, particularly in
cooperative and competitive contexts. I am also interested in
examining how social relationships in these paradigms
contribute to the development of social representations of the
self and others.

Ngamba Island Chimpanzee Sanctuary, Uganda

October 2024 - Present

PRIMARY RESEARCHER

I served as the lead researcher under the guidance of Professor Alicia Melis on a study

comparing altruistic helping versus future-oriented reciprocity in chimpanzees. As the

primary data collector, I implemented study procedures, prepared research materials,

coordinated the strategic transfer of subjects between rooms, and live-coded data. I am

currently writing the paper on our results as the first author.

RESEARCH ASSISTANT

July 2024 - August 2024

Sweetwaters Chimpanzee Sanctuary, Kenya

I assisted Professor Alicia Melis with data collection on a study involving individual risk

preferences and helped pilot a study on altruistic helping versus future-oriented reciprocity

in chimpanzees. My primary responsibilities in the field included the preparation of study

materials, collecting experimental data with the chimpanzees, and live behavioral coding.

Flathead Valley Community College

January 2016 - December 2016

COURSEWORK IN PSYCHOLOGY
(TRANSFER)

February 2024 - March 2024

RESEARCH ASSISTANT

I assisted Dr. Stephan Kaufhold in collecting data on sanctuary-living macaques under the

direction of Professor Federico Rossano. I co-collected observational data using trail

cameras and passive acoustic monitoring across four Japanese macaque groups. In

addition, I cco-ollected both experimental and quasi-experimental data on pathogen

avoidance, inhibitory control, and social tolerance. During my time in the field, I designed,

built, and piloted a novel apparatus for testing inhibitory control in primates.

Born Free USA Primate Sanctuary, Texas

PUBLICATIONS

Kaufhold, S.P., Goguen, A., & Rossano, F.

(in preparation). The effects of life

history on pathogen avoidance behavior

in macaques (Macaca spp.).

Goguen A., Grueneisen, S., Keupp, S.,

Warneken, F., Ludvig E.A., & Melis, A.P.

(in preparation). Future-oriented

reciprocity in chimpanzees (Pan

troglodytes.).

University of California, Santa Barbara

September 2025- Present

PH.D.  STUDENT
PSYCHOLOGICAL & BRAIN
DEVELOPMENT



Comparative Cognition Lab - University of California, San
Diego

April 2024 - Present

PROJECT COORDINATOR FOR PET COGNITION
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TECHNICAL SKILLS

I am serving as the project coordinator for the Pet Cognition Laboratory, part of Dr.

Federico Rossano’s Comparative Cognition Laboratory. I coordinate data collection for a

large-scale project investigating how pets communicate using soundboards, which

currently includes data from thousands of pets and their owners. My primary duties

include recruiting and engaging study participants. Recently, I completed video behavioral

coding for a canine button study in collaboration with Dr. Amalia Bastos, examining how

dogs use soundboards when faced with the “impossible task”. I also helped organize and

run a Dog Detection Event at UCSD, where we studied handler-canine interactions and

search patterns in professionally and sport-trained scent detection dogs.

EVENTS

DETECTION DOG TRIALS

University of California, San Diego

REFERENCES
Available upon request

July 2023 - Present

RESEARCH ASSISTANT FOR THE MACAQUE PROJECT

Comparative Cognition Lab - University of California, San
Diego

I am a research assistant for the Macaque Project, which involves studies on group-specific

behaviors, pathogen avoidance, intergroup variation of social tolerance, and inter-species

inhibitory control. My duties include entering and analyzing behavioral data based on trail

cam footage and experimental data footage. In addition to coding behavioral data, I help

with identifying primates and annotating their behaviors using video-footage collected for

observational and experimental studies. 

LAB RESEARCH EXPERIENCECERTIFICATIONS

CHIMPANZEE CONSERVATION
AND BEHAVIOR

Duke University

March 2023

DATA ANALYSIS

Denver University

August 2022

March 2025

I helped organize and run a Dog

Detection Event at UCSD,

studying handler-canine

interactions and search patterns

in professionally and sport-

trained scent detection dogs.

Responsibilities included

participant outreach and

consenting, randomizing

participant order, and managing

the flow of participants during

each scent-detection event.


